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Senior Awards Evening took place on Wednesday 14th
December and was an opportunity for staff, parents and
students to celebrate the successes of students in Years
10, 11 and 12. Our guest speaker was Mrs Karen Brady
from the University of Liverpool who gave an inspirational
and insightful talk about the benefits of working hard and
aiming high. A great number of students contributed to the
success of the evening with Catering students preparing
refreshments. The Jazz Band, musicians and Weatherhead
Dance Company performed, Art student Jody Keenan
donated a piece of art work as a gift for Karen Brady and
Head Girl Vanessa Chan, Deputy Head Boy Christian Watts
and Deputy Head Girl Emily Lamb from the Student Senior
Leadership Team spoke at the event. The evening was a
huge success, showing how talented and hard working our
students are and we are proud of how hard the students
work to achieve success both in and out of the classroom.

olining Squad
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Weatherhead Trampolinists
Head for the National Finals
On Friday 13th January, eight of Weatherhead’s top trampolinists
headed off to the Zonal Stage of the National Schools’ Trampoline
Championships in Northumberland with Miss Chesters and Miss
Chappell. In order to reach this level students must have qualified in the
first round of the competition which took place in December. This round
of the competition was extremely difficult as students were competing
with competitors from all over England, Ireland and Scotland.
The Under 15s Elite Team comprising Kirby Holsgrove, Amy Jones,
Rebecca Moran and Megan Smyth performed amazingly and finished in
7th place overall in the group competition. This is a fantastic achievement
for the girls and is the first time the Under 15s Elite Team has qualified
for the second stage of the competition.
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The Under 19s Elite Team, comprising Lauren Buchannan-Lloyd,
Melissa Edwards, Jessica Jones and Hannah Thurlow, produced fantastic
performances for both their routines and finished in 2nd place
overall in the group competition, taking them through to the 2012
National Schools’ Trampoline Finals - a first for the team and a first for
Weatherhead High School. We wish the team the very best of luck at
the finals which take place in Bristol in March.

Welcome

Graduate News

New Era for
Weatherhead High School

Faye Takes the High Road
to Edinburgh

F

In January, the school opened as a high performing
converter Academy school. The new status will provide for additional
resources and freedom to make important decisions regarding the
curriculum and other issues. As Headteacher, I am excited to be
leading the school in its new phase of development and will ensure
that we continue to focus on meeting the needs of every child at
Weatherhead and providing a very safe and supportive environment
with continued focus on high academic standards. The Chair of
Governors, Mrs Owens, and her team, along with myself and senior
staff are working on the strategic plan to ensure that we are at the
forefront of developments in education so that our students are best
prepared for the future.
Mr Dyment with Mrs Owens

Mr N Dyment,
Headteacher BSc, MA

Weatherhead Remembers

P

erforming Arts students staged two evening performances of
‘We Will Remember Them’, a play about the reality of World
War One, to coincide with Remembrance Day and the 95th
Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. Directed by Mrs Henderson,
the first half of the evening included narration, World War One readings,
poems, recordings, songs, music and visual images. Mr Dyment, staff and
students read and narrated, with literary contributions from Siegfried
Sassoon, Sebastian Faulks, WJ Coggings and local poet Wilfred Owen.
Weatherhead Theatre Company gave a moving performance of the play,
‘We Will Remember Them’ in the second half with an opening dance by
Weatherhead Dance Company choreographed by Miss Chappell and
Miss Denning.

Business students led by Mr Phillips and ICT staff ran the raffle and tuck
shop and together with money from ticket sales helped to raise an
amazing £1,200 for the local branches of Help 4 Heroes which is now in
its fourth year and the Royal British Legion, celebrating its 90th year.

E

x-Weatherhead student, Annie Haughey has
recently opened ‘The Bloom Room’ flower
shop on Seaview Road, Liscard. Art loving Annie
originally looked at furthering her skills in design or textiles
but found an ideal outlet for her creative side in floristry.
After leaving Weatherhead she worked as an apprentice
and attended Reaseheath College in Nantwich one
day a week and gained a Level 3 Diploma in Floristry. “I
wanted a career in art and design but floristry came up
when I was researching on the internet,” recalls Annie.
“My Connexions Advisor suggested an apprenticeship
and I couldn’t be happier. I love the design work and I’ve
learned loads at Reaseheath, like wiring bouquets, funeral
tributes and arrangements.” We wish Annie, who will turn
twenty in March, all the best for the future and hope that
her business goes from strength to strength.

What’s Up Doc? at
Weatherhead

m cast’

Highlights of the evening included the Mariners’ Park Care Home
Choir who sang classics If You Were the Only Girl and Me and My Gal
plus a medley of Don’t Dilly Dally, Pack Up Your Troubles and Long Way to
Tipperary. Orchestra members Jasmine Scarisbrick and Esther Richardson
gave poignant performances of the Last Post whilst one hundred
year old Mariners’ Park resident, Marjorie Brown, read the poem
Perhaps by Vera Brittain. The evening brought many of the audience
to tears remembering the realities of World War One. Other singing
performances were provided by Weatherhead choirs and Liscard and St.
Alban’s Primary School choirs who charmed audiences singing I Want to
Go Home and Where Have All the Flowers Gone?

ormer Head Girl, Faye Mather, returned to Weatherhead at
the start of the year to visit teachers and update us on what
she has been up to since leaving Weatherhead last summer.
Faye is one term into a four year Maths degree at the University of
Edinburgh (where famous alumni include Gordon Brown and Charles
Darwin) after which she hopes to undertake a PGCE course and
become a Maths teacher. Living in self-catering accommodation just
a five minute
walk from the
campus, Faye is
enjoying student
life, taking in the
wonderful history
and beauty of the
city of Edinburgh
and making the
most of its culture.
As the only student
to go to a Scottish
Faye Mather
University in her
year group, Faye has made many new friends yet keeps in close
contact with her old Weatherhead friends whom she met up with at
Christmas and New Year. In between studying, attending lectures and
socialising, Faye also finds time to volunteer for the National Trust
Scotland and teaches her own Scottish Dance class every week.
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After Weatherhead
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G

rade A student Camilla Mercer who took A levels last
summer achieving 3As in Biology, Chemistry and Maths has
been working as a gap year student this year. She has been
working within and supporting the Media Department as well as
tutoring A level Chemistry students which she has really enjoyed.
She has recently been offered a place
to study Medicine at Bristol but is also
awaiting the outcome of an interview
at the University of Leeds and should
hear by the end of March, when she
will make her final decision. Outside
of school Camilla has continued to
volunteer in a care home as well as
working with students within school
which will help to prepare for the
diverse nature and demands of the
course.
Camilla has chosen to study medicine
because she feels it will be an
immensely challenging degree resulting in an
interesting career, which is not only rewarding but a huge privilege.

dent
Ex-Weatherhead stuughey
and florist, Annie Ha

If you have a sister,
brother or friend who
is an ex-student of
Weatherhead who
has some great news,
university or career
updates to share with
us please email
the school for the
attention of Miss
Swindell and
we can include it in
our next edition!

Follow us
on Twitter
!

Updates ab
out Weathe
rhead are
now availab
le on Twitte
r. Follow us
@Weathe
rheadHigh

Camilla Mercer

Careers & Higher Education

Careers & Higher Education

Careers Fair

National Bar Mock Trial at
Liverpool Crown Court

T

he Autumn term saw a host of representatives from local
businesses and universities come to school to attend a
Careers Fair for pupils from Park Primary School and
Weatherhead students and their parents. Over thirty companies
attended with hundreds of our students receiving help and
advice about routes into university and employment.

A
The evening was a great success with those attending
finding it an interesting and enjoyable event. Companies including
Bristol Myers Squibb, Balfour Beatty, Chester University, the University
of Liverpool, Scottish Power, Army, Navy, Air Force, Jaguar Landrover,
Pochin Construction, Project Trust, DHL and TTE Training were
represented at the event.

Oxbridge Hopes

T

o help our most academically able students learn more about and confidently apply to Oxford and Cambridge, fifty
students from Years 9 to 13 met with students from St. Peter’s College, Oxford to discuss life at university, how to write
a personal statement and the opportunities that a degree opens up. Students tackled problems designed to test their
independent thinking; the sort of skills that are required to get through the Oxbridge application process. Year 12 students who aspire
to study at Oxford or Cambridge also have the opportunity to visit Magdalene College, Cambridge in the summer, attend summer
schools at Cambridge as well as at Oxford and take part in regional outreach events in the Easter term.

Futures in
Technology

T

he Futures with Technology event was
held by the Technology Department on
Thursday 26th January and was once
again extremely successful with almost two hundred
students from Key Stage 3 attending a variety of
practical workshops linked to the field of Technology.
Thirteen different activities ran simultaneously,
several of which were new this year including graffiti
art, working with Ferrofluids (a liquid which can be
strongly magnetized) and glass powders to create
organic images. All the students who attended the
evening loved the workshops, they had an amazing
time, to quote one parent, “my daughter came
home buzzing, she really loved it and had a great
time.”

Ferrofluid artwork

group of Year 11 and 12 students worked hard last term
to prepare for the National Bar Mock Trial competition in
November. The students involved were Charlotte Anson,
Hannah Bretland, Nicole
Comber, Ellie Connolly,
Laura Cook, Erin Courtney,
Millie Dawson, Kathryn
Dutton, Louise Evans,
Corrin Hall, Lauren
McGuirk, Fay McMahon,
Esther Richardson,
Hannah Simmons and
Hannah Thurlow.

This National
competition for students
aims to develop their
knowledge of the
criminal justice system
and develop their
skills in presenting,
communication and
debating. Sixteen
Budding barrister
schools are invited to compete against
each other at Liverpool Crown Court
with the winner going to the final at The Old Bailey, London. The girls
worked well together and assigned themselves roles including court
clerk, witnesses, defendants, prosecution and defence barristers. They
attended after school and Saturday sessions with Mr Bottom and
Mrs Bainbridge to prepare their cases. The girls were also supported
by advice and guidance from Mr Christopher Hayes, a Barrister at
Atlantic Chambers in Liverpool, who was able to offer guidance
on how to question witnesses and prepare opening and closing
statements.
On the day of the competition, Mrs
Bainbridge escorted the students
to the Crown Court and we were
met by Mr Hayes who supported
the group throughout the day. Their
first case was to act as the defence
against Turton Sixth Form and the
team did really well to secure a ‘not
guilty’ verdict and won the case. This
was a fantastic start and they went in
to the second case with confidence.
They then acted as defence against
Calday Grange Grammer School, but
they were beaten by a very good
prosecution team. In the final round
they put forward an excellent case, but
unfortunately were just beaten by a
very good defence team of barristers
from Wirral Grammar School.

Medlink

I

n December, four of our Year 12 students had the
opportunity to attend Medlink at Nottingham Trent
University. Rebecca Byrne, Rachel Gallagher, Alice Lucking
and Alexandra Whale spent four days living the life of a
medical student and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
They lived in student accommodation, met students from all
over the country, ate meals in the refectory and attended
lectures, seminars and workshops all day and evening. They
were exhausted but learned a lot and they are keener than
ever to study medicine at university. It was a really positive
and worthwhile experience giving the students a true taste
of what it takes to be a medical student and how much
hard work it really is. The girls found out more about how
to apply for medicine, the grade requirements, experience
required and how to prepare for the interview. They are
now really motivated and working hard to ensure they
achieve the grades they need to achieve their ambition to
study medicine.

This is the first time that Weatherhead students have taken part in the
competition and they performed excellently. Although the team did
not make it to the final, having been beaten by the overall winners in
an earlier round, they put up a good fight showing their excellent case
knowledge and court room skills. Mrs Bainbridge was very proud of
how well the students did at the trials, they presented themselves well
and conducted themselves in a confident and professional manner.
We are all looking forward to next year’s competition where we will
use this year’s experience to build a stronger case and enjoy even
more success!

Weatherhead’s budding bar

risters

Student Achievements
Sixth Form
Celebration Event

F

or the second year running, this ‘Oscar’
style event was held in the first week of the
Autumn term to celebrate Year 13 students’
academic and personal achievements from the
academic year 2010 to 2011. The atmosphere of the
event was relaxed and very well attended by exstudents and allowed staff to catch up with students
after their examinations and their relaxing summer
holidays before those going to university or travelling
packed up their bags and left the nest.

Celebrating Sporting
Success

S

portswomen from across various year groups
attended the annual Sports Awards Evening earlier
in the Autumn term to celebrate their efforts and
achievements from the previous sporting year. Staff were
delighted to welcome very special guest, Peter Dunning to
Weatherhead to present the awards. At the start of the
ceremony, Peter talked of his sporting career, his sporting
achievements and his hopes to be part of the Winter
Paralympics 2014 team. There were numerous students from
across all key stages who were nominated by the Physical
Education department to receive a variety of awards ranging
from Half Colours, Full Colours, Team of the Year, Squad of
the Year, Sports Woman of the Year and many more. Well
done to all of the award winners!

Student Achievements

Bronze Arts Award

Musical Success

Competition Success!

ear 9 students Emily Cook and Kaysha Leigh have been
working hard in their singing lessons with vocal coach Miss
Jackson and have both achieved their Vocal Grade 3 awarded
by the London College of Music Examinations board, a great
achievement for students of their age.

Congratulations to Tayla Keir in Year 13 who was crowned runner up
in the Lord Mayor of Wirral’s ‘Design a Christmas Card’ Competition.
Tayla’s design work is now on display at the Williamson Art Gallery.
Well done to all of the students who took part. Design Technology
teacher, Mrs Smith, was delighted with the quality of entries from
Weatherhead High School and very proud of our students’ design
talents.

Y

F

or the second year running, Year 9 students had the opportunity
to gain their Bronze Arts Award and we are delighted that
223 students achieved their Award, which is 93% of the year
group. During Performing Arts lessons students worked towards the
Award learning to play Abba’s Super Troupa on the keyboard, studying
dances from the hit musical Hairspray and devising and working with
scripts for a drama
performance
about family
relationships.
Students also had
the chance to lead
a dance warm
up, drama game
or music session
and created an
individual project
on their arts hero
which included
Arts Award certificates
Marilyn Monroe,
Justin Bieber, Audrey Hepburn,
JLS and Beyonce. Students were treated to a performance of Twelve
Miles from Nowhere by Action Transport touring theatre company which
they were able to review as part of the Award.

Vocal students with Miss Jackson

On Thin Ice!

Y

ear 8 student Amber Blair-Keyes is a keen and talented iceskater and last summer had the good fortune to take part
in a Synchronised Skating team event in Altrincham. Amber’s
squad, Ice-ity, competed in the developing contest and were delighted
to pick up the first prize for their category. They are now Gold Junior
Professional Champions and saw off stiff competition from several
other teams from all over the country.

Mrs Henderson is delighted that six Year 12 students also gained their
Silver Arts Award which they worked towards during their Enrichment
lessons from September to July. The students put in a lot of effort
and the Silver Award is a great addition to their university personal
statement and CV.

Ice skater Amber Bla

ir Keyes

Winner Tayla Keir

Mind Over Maps

Y

ear 8 students were challenged to create a mind map
of their summer holiday as part of the Learn-to-Learn
curriculum. There were some excellent entries and the
winner was Chloe Kwok from 8SH, with Eleanor McCarthy
and Sophie Ryall coming joint second. The girls received a WH
Smith gift voucher as their prize.
Mind Map winning students

Scholars’ Scheme

W
ing

PE staff with guest speaker Peter Dunn

e are delighted that five of our Year 12 students have
successfully applied for and gained places on the Scholars’
Scheme run by the University of Liverpool. This is a great
achievement which will allow the students to take part in a series
of events and activities which will support them in their journey to
applying for university. If the students successfully complete the course
they will receive a conditional offer for a course at the University of
Liverpool. This is a fantastic opportunity and we wish Rebecca Byrne,
Rachel Gallagher, Poppy Herbert, Paige Kingsbury and Paige Willers
well with their studies.

Department News
Year 8 IRIS Winners

A

t the end of the Autumn term, fourteen Year 8 students were
awarded Charlie and the Chocolate Factory style Golden Tickets and
treated to a private lunch, attended by Mr Dyment. In recognition
of earning the highest number of IRIS points in their year group, the girls were
treated to lunch catered for by Level 2 Catering students including homemade
sausage rolls and pizza, ham rolls, juice, cookies and cake.

Department News

Mind Your EPQs!

S

eventeen Year 12 students are enrolled on
the Level 3 Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ), offered by AQA exam board. The
qualification involves each student embarking on
a largely self-directed project which allows for
independent learning, develops decision making
and problem solving skills and fosters research
skills. Students are encouraged to apply analysis
and evaluation skills, demonstrate creativity and
initiative and by completing the project can earn
extra UCAS points. Most of the students are also
enrolled on the AQA Baccalaureate and will be
entered for AS General Studies in the summer.
The students involved are: Hannah Bretland, Laura
Cook, Rebecca Dennis, Kathryn Dutton, Rachel
Gallagher, Luke Gratton, Lily Gray, Lauren McGuirk,
Karis Mello, Jennifer Miller, Emily Moore, Hannah
Simmons, Connor Sullivan, Natasha Wagstaff,
Alexandra Whale, Paige Willers and Amy Wrigley.

Subject Ambassadors

T

here are now 283 Subject Ambassadors across the school
with 28 separate subject areas involved. The Ambassadors
range from Year 7 to Year 13 and have all secured their
position through an application process that was delivered by Mrs
Walton through assemblies. Mrs Walton met with the Ambassadors
and outlined their roles and responsibilities for the year. Already,
the Ambassadors are being used across the school to support
departments and many contributed to Open Evenings and Year 9
Options Evening.

Visit to the Lowry, Salford

The Form that Eats Together...

T

his year every Year 7 form is being given the chance to have a special roast dinner with their form group and Form Tutor in the Dining
Hall. Organised by Mrs Jones, our Well-Being Coordinator, the students are treated to table cloths, serving dishes and a large dining
table, giving them the chance to talk with their Form Tutor and each other and enjoy the delicious food.
7VW family meal

A

uditions for the Weatherhead Dance Company
took place in September. The new company has
already performed at the school production ‘We
Will Remember Them’, Senior Awards Evening and the
Christmas Concert. The Dance Company members are made
up of Year 9 students Daisy Ball, Bria Bain, Kirby Holsgrove,
Year 10 students Kelsey Bennett, Rachel Cahill, Gemma Carr,
Abbie Kearney, Rebecca Henry, Bethany Johnson Bethany
Newcombe, Jessica Roberts, Sophie Smith, Phillipa Welch and
Emily Wilkinson and Year 11 students Charlotte Formby, Erin
Gurr-Corbett and Emily Wilkinson.

Re:bourne Dance
Company Workshop
Subject Ambassadors

Year 8 top IRIS earners

Weatherhead
Dance Company

A

t the beginning of the Autumn term, AS and A2 Dance
students visited the Lowry Theatre, Salford to see the
Rambert Dance Company. The students watched three
performances of ‘Seven for a Secret, Never to be Told’ by Mark Baldwin,
‘The Art of Touch’ by Siobhan Davies and ‘A Linha Curva’ by Itzik Galili.
Each of the performances were very different and demonstrated
different dance styles, techniques and choreography skills.

O

n a Saturday morning in October, Alan Vincent, a Principle
Dancer of Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures Dance Company
came into school to deliver an exciting Dance workshop. Alan
has played the part of the lead character the Nutcracker in Matthew
Bourne’s infamous Nutcracker! Alan taught a session to our GCSE
Dance students all about characterisation of the Orphans and a
session to our A Level students including the actual choreography
from the Frozen Lake scene. This was an excellent opportunity to
gain a unique insight into Bourne’s choreography and techniques for
building characters and enhancing performance skill. Students also
learnt about the life of a dancer, what Matthew Bourne is like and
what to expect as a dancer in the New Adventures Dance Company.

A Cracking
Performance of
the Nutcracker!

D

ance students were treated to a performance
of Matthew Bourne’s Nutcracker! ballet at the
Liverpool Empire in January. Nutcracker! follows
Clara’s bittersweet journey from Christmas Eve at Dr.
Dross’ Orphanage, through a shimmering ice-skating winter
wonderland to the candy kingdom of Sweetieland. The
performance featured Bourne’s trademark magical fantasy
and sizzling choreography combined with Tchaikovsky’s
splendid score and Anthony Ward’s memorable sets and
costumes, creating a spectacular theatrical feast. One of the
most popular dance productions ever staged in the UK,
Nutcracker! is celebrating its 20th anniversary.

mpany

Rambert Dance Co

Department News

Department News

The Icing on the Cake!

Thank You for the Music!

Life Drawing

rs Ball has run another successful Christmas Cake
Club for Year 10 students. The club ran every Thursday
lunch-time from October half term up until Christmas.
The girls worked hard each making their own cake, which they
then covered with marzipan and iced over a period of four
weeks. Once finished, the cakes were judged by the Senior
Leadership Team and Charlotte Scott was announced the
winner! The girls were all very pleased with their creations and
should all be very proud of themselves.

t the beginning of November, Year 12 Music students
attended an evening of ‘Mozart by Candlelight’ performed
at the Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool. Designed to recreate
the lavish courts of Salzburg and Vienna, this unusual evening saw the
full orchestra perform in period costume (including satin breeches and
velvet frock coats) in a candle-lit setting. In a diverse programme of his
works, the audience enjoyed some of Mozart’s finest pieces including
the Overture to Don Giovanni, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, the Clarinet
Concerto in A Major and Piano Concerto No.21 led by celebrated
conductor Thomas Carroll.

tfirst for Weatherhead, A level students studying both Fine
Art and Textiles began six weeks of Life Drawing classes in
January after school. This has been a wonderful opportunity
for our students to broaden their portfolios and gain valuable
experience.

After hearing the Last Post played so beautifully for the school
production of ‘We Will Remember Them’ by Jasmine Scarisbrick and
Esther Richardson, Weatherhead was asked to provide a musician
for the Mariners’ Park Care Home remembrance service on 11th
November. Esther endured the wind and rain on the sea front in New
Brighton to perform a perfect rendition of the Last Post. Residents
were moved by the performance and were very grateful having spent
almost ten years looking for someone to play for them! It is hoped
that we will be able to provide a trumpeter every year.

t the beginning of December, Performing Arts students
under Mr Brown’s creative leadership staged a festive
concert ‘Weatherhead’s Winter Warmer’ involving over one
hundred students from Weatherhead. The Egremont Primary School
band and the choir from Greenleas Primary School were also invited
to perform Christmas classics including Little Donkey and Rocking
Around the Christmas Tree. A packed audience of over 400 family and
friends were treated to dance performances with a wintery theme Year 12 performed a Frozen Lake dance inspired by the Nutcracker.
Weatherhead choirs sang a range of traditional and popular carols
and Christmas songs including O Come All Ye Faithful, O Little Town
of Bethlehem and
Deck the Halls
accompanied by
the Orchestra
and Jazz Band.
Connor
Hodgson, Emily
Beresford
and Bethany
Johnson gave
stunning solo
performances of
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, Last Christmas and O Holy Night
and readings from Luke 2 and The Grinch showcased the talent of
Weatherhead students. The night set the mood for Christmas and was
a lovely way to celebrate the end of term.

M

Weatherhead’s Winter
Warmer

A

the Christmas concer

I

t

n November Year 9 Art Club students, Sophie Green,
Heather Greig, Leah Hogarth, Sara Jackson, Lexi Jones and
Megan Ralph took part in a project to paint a mural to
go alongside the road works being carried out at the start of
the M53 motorway at the B&Q roundabout, Bidston. Their
brief was to design a mural around the theme of road works
that would lessen the disruption caused by the work with
something interesting and visually appealing. Our girls rose to
the challenge and designed and painted a very feminine and
decorative take on the theme. Look out for it over the coming
weeks!

Continuing to strengthen our links with Mariners’ Park, Weatherhead’s
Brass Band were invited to play at the care home’s Christmas party in
the last week of term. Over one hundred residents, family members
and friends were treated to a mini concert of over an hour consisting
of two sets. The Band played beautifully and everyone joined in for a
good old sing song of traditional Christmas carols and songs. We hope
that this becomes an annual tradition.

A

Dancers perform at

How Great Thou Art

A

Year 9 budding artists

Music students visit the

Philharmonic Hall

Year 7 Creates
a Buzz!

S

ix talented Year 7 students are representing
Weatherhead in The Times Spelling Bee this Spring.
Abisaliny Arunprakash, Khalilah Boyce, Abbey Davies,
Codi Ellis, Kara Hawes and Amy McKeirnan beat many other
candidates in a gruelling trial process which saw all Year 7
students with a spelling age of 16 or over take part in a range
of challenging spelling activities. Eventually, four members of
our fabulous team will compete against other schools in the
North West in March. If successful, they will win a place in the
regional heats. We wish them the best of luck!

Science Club

S

tudents in
Years 7,
8 and 9
have embarked on
a new adventure
in Science Club
which meets every
Tuesday lunchtime in
D205. The Science
Department have
given students in
Key Stage 3 the
opportunity to complete a unique piece
of scientific research of their choice.

Science Club experiments

Examples of current research include:
• What is the best nail varnish remover? (to comply with the school
uniform policy)
• What is the most durable nail varnish?
• What bubble mixture makes bubbles last the longest?
• What is the best material to use to allow a plant to grow?
• What is the best biscuit to dunk in hot tea? (to help make the lives
of teachers better)
• What type of cup is the best at keeping drinks hot? (to help the
morning commute)
• How do fizzy drinks affect tooth enamel? (a reason to stop drinking fizzy drinks)
• How do energy drinks affect the heartbeat of daphnia?
Watch this space to find the outcomes of this exciting research! If you
are interested in joining, go to D205 on Tuesday lunchtimes and you
could complete your own, unique scientific research and achieve a
CREST award which is recognised by colleges, sixth forms and universities! Mr Reid looks forward to seeing you at Science Club!

Brass Band play at Mariners’ Park Chris

tmas Concert

Orchestra perform at the

Christmas Concert

Department News
Liverpool Design Show

The National Cup
Football Tournament

D

uring the first week of October Key Stage 4 and Key Stage
5 Design Technology students had the opportunity to visit
the Liverpool Design Show at St. George’s Hall, Liverpool. The
exhibition showcased the work of over fifty designers from across
the North West including our DT Technician, Miss Heeks. Many of the
designers use innovative techniques including a lady who crochets
glass into decorative bowls.

W

Design Technology
Exhibition of Work
DT exhibition

O

nce again, the
department had
great GCSE, AS
and A2 results in Design
Technology. An exhibition
of their work was held
at the end of November
with an overwhelmingly
positive response from
those who attended.
All of the students did
incredibly well to create
such complex products
which in many cases could
have been sold in any wellknown high street store.
NVQ Catering students
provided the refreshments
for the preview, serving a variation on the mince pie which was a
great success, with many people coming back for second helpings!

eatherhead’s Under 18 squad comprising Taylor
Brewster, Jamie Crane, Chemarlle Forster, Kim
Harding, Chloe Hughes, Natalie Jenner, Melissa
Lopez, Izzy Maudsley, Alli Reid, Ashleigh Stones, Olivia
Stowell Smith, Jess Venmore and Rebekah Williams played
in the first round of the annual National Cup Football
Tournament in an away fixture against Ormskirk High
School in September. The squad played incredibly well, it
was a fantastic and very close game which finished 3 - 2 to
Ormskirk High. Goal Scorers were Alli Reid and Chemarlle
Forster who was also awarded Woman of Match for a
fantastic all round performance.

The Under 13 squad made up of Year 7 and 8 girls lost
to St. Edmond Arrowsmith in the first round of the
Tournament 7 - 3. The squad played well and the girls
should all be proud to represent the school at this level. The
squad included Abisiliny Arunprakash, Tyra Gordon, Georgia
Hepke, Kaitlin Heywood, Shannon Nevarro, Jessica Richards,
Bethany Ward-Scott and Chloe Young from Year 7 with Janie
Allen, Abbie Buckenham, Chloe Buckenham, Rebecca Martin
and Gemma Moreland from Year 8.
The Under 14s team played in the first round of the
Tournament at home against Stanley High School. The
match was fantastic and Weatherhead won 5 - 4 with all
girls playing incredibly well. The squad was made up of Janie
Allen, Abbie Buckenham, Chloe Buckenham, Eloise Edwards,
Tyra Gordon, Shannon Gower, Ashleigh McDaid, Rebecca
Martin, Izzy Mawdsley, Rebecca Williams and Amy Wyatt.

Department News
Tranmere Rovers Annual
Football Tournament

A Team
Weatherhead v St. Mary’s B team (2 - 1)
Weatherhead v Wirral Grammar (0 - 1)
Weatherhead v Whitby (0 - 2)

E

ach year, Weatherhead hosts the Annual Tranmere Rovers Football
Tournament and this year was no exception. The tournament took place
over three weeks in November. Congratulations to all students who took
part with special mention to the Year 7 and 8 A and B teams. Woman of the Match
for Team A was awarded to Chloe Buckenham for excellent finishes and Chloe Young
in Team B for great goal keeper skills. Results were as follows:

Inter-form Football
Congratulations to all the students who took part in and supported Weatherhead’s first ever football inter-form tournament in December.
The competition was friendly yet intense!
ball action

Interform foot

Year 7

8

9

10

11

1st

7VW

8NB

9LCH

10DR

11SP

2nd

7TR

8GRO

9CK

10ERY

11AM

3rd

7CHY

8CHN

9LCO

10SED

11CWA

4th

7JTO

8LBD

9WR

10MRE

11VS
Year 9 winners

Interform football action

all squad

Under 13 footb

DT exhibition

B Team
Weatherhead v St. Mary’s A team (0 - 1)
Weatherhead v Ellesmere Port (0 - 3)
Weatherhead v Neston (1 - 0)

Year 10 winners

Year 11 win

ners

Department News
Cross Country
Championships

C

ongratulations to all our girls who took part in the
annual Cross Country Championships at the Arrowe
Park Course in October. The girls trained hard and all
achieved fantastic results in their age groups.

Year 7
Niamh Rattray - 13th
Shannon Navarro - 15th
Bethany Ward Scott - 27th
Kaitlin Heywood - 34th
Chloe Young - 41st

Leadership

Gymnastics

W

eatherhead gymnasts entered the North West Sports
Acrobatics competition on Sunday 5th February in Robin
Park, Wigan. Competing in a competitive and talented under
19s category, the squad, comprising Lauren Buchannan Lloyd, Kirby
Holsgrove, Jessica Jones, Faye Kendrick, Hannah Thurlow and Chloe
Warren from Years 9, 10 and 12, put in an amazing performance as
always.

Cross country runners

Year 8 & 9
Kyra Mae Woolley - 13th
Abigail Owens - 15th
Sophie Turner - 16th
Amy Thompson - 18th
Courtney Wilson - 21st
Rebecca Gardner - 22nd
Lucy Reynolds - 23rd
Rebecca Hartley - 26th
Molly Evanson - 27th
Phoebe Anderton - 28th

Subsequently Shannon Navarro, Abigail Owens, Niamh Rattray,
Amy Thompson, Sophie Turner and Kyra Mae Woolley have
been selected to represent Merseyside in the Merseyside
Cross Country Championships!

Leadership
Ambassadors

A

s in previous years, trials to become a Leadership
Ambassador took place in September. Amy Wrigley
was chosen to be Head Leadership Ambassador with
Hannah Thurlow acting as her Deputy. The following students
were successful in their application to become a Leadership
Ambassador representing their year group.

Weatherhead gy
m

nasts

Dodgeball tournament

Ladies Learn Latin

I

n January, on top of the wide variety of after school clubs and
activities we offer, Latin came to Weatherhead. A group of Gifted
and Talented Year 7 girls are learning this ancient language upon
which so much of our own and other languages, especially French,
Italian and Spanish are based. The students are extremely keen and
have made excellent progress in only a few weeks, Demonstrating
confidence and tenacity, they now translate Latin into English and
solve problems with ease. Dr Amy Coker said, “more children are
realising it can be fun. It’s not just for people that go to certain
schools. Everyone can enjoy Latin and Weatherhead is leading the
change. ” The phrase Carpe Diem (seize the day) really does seem
appropriate.

Year 7
Abisaliny Arunprakash
Niamh Caley
Courtney Render
Olivia Ward
Molly Evanson
Kirby Holsgrove
Melissa Pugh
Shannon Stocker
Year 8
Jodie Diamond
Gemma Moreland
Rebecca Speed
Faye Dean

Year 9
Phoebe Anderton
Alex Cooke
Caprice Corney
Year 10
Emily Auger
Abigail Blacklock
Tonica Blair
Abigael Kearney
Amy Murray
Chloe Rowlands
Beth Steen

Year 11
Erin Ashby
Katie-Louise Davies
Corrin Hall
Jessica Molyneux
Amy Patton
Bethany Richards
Abbie Tannock
Year 12
Hannah Thurlow
Year 13
Amy Wrigley

The Ambassadors’ main role is to support Miss Chappell
and help coordinate Leadership events including the ‘Jump
Rope for Heart’ event that took place in October, the Year 9
Ultimate Dodgeball competition in November and the Year
10 Benchball Tournament in January.

Eco Schools
Action Team

The Eco-Schools Action Team, formed in September and run
by six Year 12 volunteers, has been awarded a community
action grant to purchase sixteen recycling bins for the
communal areas inside the school to encourage students
to recycle cans and plastic bottles. The team are working
towards achieving the Eco-Schools Bronze Award. In order
to get this award they are focussing on Litter and Recycling,
Energy and Bio-diversity.

Community Sports
Leaders Award (CSLA)

Dance Leaders Award
Learning latin

Y

ear 12 Dance Leaders are working hard leading the Year 7
and 8 extra-curricular clubs at lunch times. The girls have also
helped to choreograph performances that have been shown in
assemblies and the Christmas Concert.

T

Community Sports Lea
he Year 12
ders
Community
Sports
Leaders are about to
lead their Key Stage 1
Football Tournaments,
hosting teams made
up of Year 1, 2 and 3
pupils from schools
in the local area. The
CSLA is a Level 2
qualification. In order
to gain the Award,
students must lead ten hours of sports activities to members of
the wider community. The students involved are great Ambassadors
for Weatherhead High School.

School Council
Contributions

T

wo students from each year group represent their
peers on the School Council which meets every
fortnight. The students have a range of ideas about
improving and developing the school, looking at things such
as school trips, dining hall facilities including change and swipe
card machines, year group pin badges and new items in the
IRIS shop such as scarves and umbrellas. Look out in the next
edition of Weather Report for the changes they have made.

Everton Mini Kickers

T

he Everton Mini Kickers programme returns to
Weatherhead after the last two years’ success. The first
after
school session
with Key Stage 1
pupils started at
the beginning of
February for six
weeks, finishing at
the end of March.
The Year 10, 11 and
12 students involved
in the programme
who will help
lead sessions
Mini Kickers in action
have enjoyed their training
sessions, led by Ray Redmond from Everton FC.

Media Arts

Media Arts

Arts Ambassadors

Skills Swap

uditions for the Arts Ambassadors team took place in September, with over two hundred girls applying! Competition was tough and
twenty seven girls were successful, representing all year groups. Working with Miss Elliott, the girls had a busy Autumn term acting
as narrators and manning Front of House at the school production of We Will Remember Them. The team played a pivotal role in
coordinating SuperStars in December, distributing and collecting entry forms, selling tickets, manning back stage and acting as comperes for the
event. The Arts Ambassadors team goes from strength to strength and looks forward to helping with events in the Spring and Summer term
including the Wirral Schools’ Film Festival and the Summer Sizzler in June.

s part of our ongoing Inter-Generational work, Miss Elliott
has arranged for Mariners’ Park residents and a group of
Year 9 students to share their skills and develop new ones.
The first Skills Exchange workshop took place before Christmas with
a dozen Weatherhead students and Mariners’ Park residents. The
group spent two hours at Mariners’ Park learning to knit and crochet.
The girls had previously worked with residents on a film project and
were keen to continue building their friendships and couldn’t wait
to get involved. The next Skills Exchange will continue with knitting,
crocheting and introduce basic sewing. Further workshops will allow
our girls to teach the residents ICT skills and digital photography and
media.

A

A

Skills exchange

Arts Ambassadors

Eggstravaganza!

F

ollowing the success of last year’s event, Year 12 Arts Leaders and Literacy Leaders helped Miss Elliott and Mrs Walton host
the Literacy Eggstravaganza for Greenleas Primary School. 30 pupils split into groups and worked together to solve clues using
numeracy and literacy skills in a fairy tale themed ‘who dunnit’. The Learning Resource Centre was transformed into a CSI style
crime lab, with Year 12 students playing the parts of (and dressing up as) Little Bo Peep, Jack and Jill, Little Red Riding Hood and the
Wolf to work out who killed Humpty Dumpty and their motive. The pupils loved the event and we look forward to running it again in
the Spring and Summer terms.

Arts Leaders dress up

for the Eggstravanza

Eggciting

Students Turn
Superhero

D

uring October half term, twenty five pupils from
Somerville, Mount and Park Primary Schools attended
a two day Drama and Media workshop. The first day
began with each pupil being given a superhero name ranging
from Electra Rapport to Dynamo Kid and had their photo
taken in a superhero pose. After spending the first morning
playing Drama games and getting to know each other, they
learnt Drama techniques to create a superhero sketch using
freeze frame techniques. On the second day they used
Photoshop software and a variety of different costume items
to create a superhero poster of themselves and bring their
character to life. Some of the girls and boys had never used
Photoshop before and their final posters were very impressive
and they loved the workshop.

Pupils using Photoshop

Lights, Camera, Action at
the Light!

WSFF paparazzi

F

urther to the postponement of the Wirral Schools’ Film
Festival in June, we were delighted that the newly opened
Light Digital Cinema in New Brighton agreed to host the
event at the beginning of February. The awards ceremony was well
attended by over 250 students and their families from 25 Wirral
schools. Children as young as 6 and up to 18 enjoyed watching the
show reel of all 80 films entered, with each school being presented
with a clapper board and Oscar trophy for their achievements by the
Mayoress of Wirral, Moira McLaughlin. The competition was won
by Liscard Primary School
with their film ‘Through the
Toy Box’ who received an
HD Digital camera for the
school and Wallasey School’s
film ‘Amnesia’ was awarded
an IPOD Touch 4 for second
place. The festival, now in
its eighth year, celebrates
oards
Oscars & clapperb
the talent and creativity of
young people across Wirral and once again the films were inspiring,
encompassing a wide range of genres and styles including black and
white silent movies, Lego animation and documentaries. One teacher
commented that “the children had a fantastic time at the event. They
felt like real movie stars”.

ent at WSFF

ira McLaughlin & Mr Dym

Mrs Owens, Mayoress Mo

Trips,Visits & Visitors
Sociology Students
Visit the Big Smoke

B

ack in September, Year 11 Sociology students
travelled to London with Mr Quinn to visit the
Houses of Parliament. The group walked through
the House of Lords and House of Commons and, as
Parliament was not in session, were able to stand in the
seating areas of both houses. Visitors are not allowed to
sit down on the MPs’ seats as that is a right granted only
to those who are elected to Parliament. In the Commons,
students were shown the petition bag which hangs behind
the Speaker’s Chair. This is where Weatherhead’s petition
against the abolition of EMA and increase in tuition fees
would have been placed last year for MPs to consider in
debate. The tour finished in Westminster Hall which was
built in 11th century and has staged many events of great
historic importance from the trials of Guy Fawkes and
Charles I in the 17th century to the Queen Mother’s lyingin-state in 2002. To end the day, the group took a flight on
the London Eye and as it was a sunny day were able to
enjoy panoramic views across London and see some of the
city’s famous landmarks. It proved to be a very eventful day
and for many students it was their first experience of life in
our capital city.

That’s Debatable!

T

wo Year 9 students, Alex Cooke and Caprice Corney, joined more
than one hundred young people across Wirral for the 9th Youth
Voice Conference which was held at Wallasey Town Hall in October.
The Conference is designed to let young people have their say on issues that
affect them and saw them take part in a series of workshops covering topics
such as bullying, health
services in schools, the
council’s budget and
their priorities for their
neighbourhood. In the
afternoon Alex and
Caprice took part in a
“hot-seating” session.
The young people got
to question several
leading public figures
including leader of the
council, Councillor
Steve Foulkes, Jim Barclay,
Year 9 School Coun
cil members
Director of Resources for MerseyTravel
and John Martin, Area Commander for Merseyside Police.
The day culminated in an open debate in the council chamber.

The Royal Navy
Visits Weatherhead

C

atering and PE students recently enjoyed a visit from
The Royal Navy Fit for Life Team organised by Miss
Bainbridge. Students enjoyed a lesson on healthy
eating and learned how personnel on board a ship are
catered for whilst at sea. The officers demonstrated how
to cook a healthy well-balanced meal and shared lots of
stories about life in the Navy. Later in the day, PE students
were put through their paces by one of the Physical
Training Instructors. The girls really enjoyed the session and
learned more about the importance of fitness.

Trips,Visits & Visitors
Theatre Trips

I

n October GCSE, AS and A level Drama students saw an amazing performance of Brecht’s The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui at the
Liverpool Playhouse. This exciting piece of physical theatre tells the story of violent gangster, Arturo Ui, and his real-life counterpart
Adolf Hitler and offered our students an amazing experience as well as excellent scope to write about in their examinations. Lead
actor, Ian Bartholomew’s performance was described by The Guardian, as “a performance of staggering, slumping, strutting genius.”
Later in the Autumn term, AS and A level Drama students also enjoyed a performance of Memoirs of A Biscuit Tin, an intriguing tale
filled with mischief, disobedience, isolation and forgetfulness, at the Unity Theatre in Liverpool. This charming and exciting piece of
visual theatre follows the story of a forgotten old lady, a decaying house and the memories that lie within. With an inventive blend of
physical theatre, puppetry, clowning and object manipulation the imaginative topsy turvy world lurking behind the door of number 92
was brought to life by Maison Foo Theatre Company.
At the beginning of November a group of Year 12 and 13 English students watched the performance of R.C Sherriff ’s Journey’s End
at the Lowry Theatre in Salford which is studied at both AS and A2 level. Journey’s End, written in the late 1920s, is a drama set in the
trenches at Saint-Quentin towards the end of the First World War and gives a glimpse into the experiences of the officers of a British
Army infantry company. The story plays out in the officers’ dugout over four days from 18th March 1918 to 21st March 1918. A group
of students from 8O also joined the trip and all were impressed with the performance.

Rocky Shores

A

s part of their Ecology and Managing the Environment
portfolio, Year 13 Applied Scientists visited Anglesey in
October. The trip began on a dark, wet Sunday morning at
6.00am to ensure they arrived at the shore for low tide.

“Spending two days on the rocky shore was a great experience
allowing us to observe the species for ourselves. I would recommend
students to attend this trip as it gave us the experience and research
we needed to succeed in our coursework,” Ashley Parry, Year 13.

The group spent the first day investigating the abundance and
distribution of species living on sheltered and exposed rocky shores.
The students were amazed at the variety of life on the shore and
the Latin names that scientists use to identify them. The students
stayed overnight in their own wooden cabin at the Anglesey Outdoor
Centre where they feasted on a homemade meal of pizza and chips
followed by black forest gateaux. After a full English breakfast on the
Monday morning, the students were ready to head back to shore
to complete their individual investigations. The students researched
the effect of wave action on the size of different snail species before
heading back to Weatherhead, a little windswept and tired, but more
knowledgeable about marine life.
Year 13 scientists on

Students are put through their paces by the Royal Navy
Students enjoying London

Patella Vulgata

Littorina Saxatilis

the Isle of Anglesey

Nucella lapillus
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Trips,Visits & Visitors
Clothes Show Live!

T

hirty Year 11 and Sixth Form students travelled to the NEC in Birmingham for the Clothes Show Live at the beginning of
December accompanied by Mrs Freckleton and Miss Stewart. Students were able to visit University stands who were
showcasing their Fashion and Textiles courses with students on hand to answer questions. They were also able to view the
students’ work as well as visit stands selling latest fashions and accessories. George Lamb presented the amazing catwalk show which
included this year’s winner of Britain and Ireland’s Next Top Model, Jade. Girl band Parade performed their latest single with a guest
appearance from Kimberley Wyatt of The Pussycat Dolls. The students thoroughly enjoyed the day and returned inspired.

Year 9 language students at LangTech on Children in Need Day

Langtech College

Fashion Show

I

n November, forty Year 9 students visited Langtech Specialist Language College at Standish Community High School in Wigan. The group,
made up of German and French students, began the day with team games and a European quiz. The group then split, one group spent the
morning making posters in the multi-media suite whilst the second group practised their language skills and visited the ‘curriculum street’.
Students were given traveller’s cheques, which they exchanged into Euros at the Bank, and a shopping bag and were let loose on the street!
Students used their language skills to purchase different items from a chemists, bakers, hotel, grocers and fish mongers and were able to claim
a free gift from the souvenir shop. Some students also acted as shopkeepers. After lunch the groups swapped activities and the day ended in a
sing song on the coach home. The visit was a fun and interesting way of practising and improving their language skills.

Williamson Art
Gallery

E

arly in November, a handful of Gifted and
Talented Year 8 students visited the Williamson
Art Gallery in Birkenhead. Once they analysed
the work of artists such as Albert Lipczinski and Philip
Steer and used their notes to create a short piece
of writing, inspired by what they saw. The girls then
met up each week to discuss ideas and develop their
writing. The group thought that the trip was very
worthwhile and Beth Williamson commented, “none of
us had been there before. The pieces of artwork were
extraordinary and we found them very inspirational
for our writing”. The students involved were Rachel
Arrowsmith, Laura Davies, Rosie Hughes, Anna Miller,
Grace Riazi, Lucy Seddon, Ramana Shreef, Georgia
Smith, Jordan Taylor and Beth Williamson. Rosie Hughes
took inspiration and created the characters of Joanna
and Jonathan, whose diary she wrote:

October 7th, 1999
Outside it is cloudy and dark. Earlier we had a few light showers, but the place
has dried off now. My heart pounds against my ribs. I am meeting up with an
old friend, Joanna. We have barely spoken since my wife died. They had been
best friends. Now I guess we’re both lonely.
October 8th, 1999
I have just arrived back home from my meeting with Joanna. I cannot believe
what she told me. Not even the tiniest bit of it. I’m not calling her a liar, but
it was just too strange to understand.
She wore a long fur coat and matching hat. She was waiting on a bench
on Armour Road, a flickering street lamp above her head. I could barely see
her face.
She saw me walking towards her and slowly stood up, whispering, “Jonathan?”
“Yes,” I replied.
“It’s you. It is actually you.”
“Of course it’s me. You didn’t think I wouldn’t turn up did you?”
She stared at me, hard and suddenly I couldn’t ignore my shaking hands.
“So, what did you want to tell me?”
What Joanna told me made my heart sink. I could feel tears welling in my eyes.
I clenched my fists. How could I have been so stupid, so easily fooled?

A Royal Visitor

Fashion Show

W

eatherhead High School students
had a fantastic
opportunity to be
part of the audience of children
who welcomed the Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh to Wirral
on Thursday 1st December.
New Brighton’s Floral Pavilion
got the royal seal of approval
as Her Majesty unveiled a
commemorative plaque and took
a tour of the theatre including
a special performance by the
theatre’s choir, ‘The Choral
Pavilion’ and students from a local
secondary school. After watching
the performance, the girls were
treated to lunch at the new Light
Cinema on the waterfront and
enjoyed being the first to watch
a 3D film in the new cinema.
Afterwards, students joined the
huge crowd of well-wishers who
waved their flags to say farewell
to the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh. The girls thoroughly
enjoyed this unique experience
which they will never forget. They
took some fantastic photographs of
the day and they have a great story
to tell in years to come.

Students welcomed the Queen

to New Brighton

Trips,Visits & Visitors

Trips,Visits & Visitors

Weatherhead Prove They Are a Tour de Force!

Year 8 in a Rush

I

Y

n December, a group of Year 10 linguists
took part in an MFL and ICT Day at Calday
Grange Grammar School. The girls took part
in a variety of activities designed to boost their
language skills. The theme was X-Factor and they
were preparing for a mega concert that was going
to be held in Liverpool. The girls had to interview
their star in their chosen language, create a radio
advert and produce a booklet about Liverpool
which Weatherhead completed in French,
German and Spanish. Students also took part in a
Dragon’s Den style interview to present their plans.
Weatherhead triumphed in the ‘Best Use of ICT’
category and Elly Thomas also won a prize for the
Best Individual Performance in the Dragon’s Den.

Early Years Teaching Taster Day

A

ear 8 PSHCE students attended the ‘Rush’ Drugs
Awareness Programme at the Liverpool Maritime
Museum at the start of the year, which turned out
to be an exciting and educational visit jam packed with
activities. In the morning, the students watched the first act
of a play entitled ‘Rush’ which depicted two teenagers, Mel
and Chris, and their experience of the use of drugs. The play
also highlighted the use of prescribed drugs and the effect
that they can have. The first act ended on a cliff hanger would Mel take the drugs she had bought? Students were
given the unique opportunity to question the characters
about what they had seen and then question the actors
about how they became actors and what professional work
they had done.

Students receive their award

ngroup of Year 12 and 13 Level 3 Childcare and Education students participated in a trip to Edge Hill University in November to
attend a primary teaching lecture which included writing personal statements, an outline of the courses on offer and interview
techniques. Once the formal part of the afternoon was over, the girls were accompanied on a campus tour by primary education
degree students. Being able to see students’ halls of residence, the refectory and the student bar was interesting, helpful and gave the girls a
positive idea about student life. The afternoon was enjoyable and informative which everyone benefited from - even Mrs Lane!

After lunch, students split into groups to attend mini
workshops including a ‘Discussion and Drama’ session
with the actors where students envisaged what may have
happened five minutes, five weeks and five years after
the end of the first act and if Mel did or did not take the
drugs, followed by a visit to the ‘Seized Exhibition’ with a
talk about drugs and their effects and handling of items
used to smuggle drugs. Students experienced the effects of
alcohol through the use of ‘Booze Goggles’, which distort
your vision. Wearing these, students had to race against one
another to stack cups which did not prove to be as easy as
first thought!
The visit ended with students watching the second act of
the play only to discover two years on that Mel had gone to
University and was applying to Camp America. She bumps
into Chris who is also at University and tries to help her
complete her application form. Mel’s dreams are shattered
when she realises because she did take the drugs and now
had a criminal record for supplying drugs that she would
not be permitted entry into America. The students enjoyed
their visit and Miss Moretta confirmed that the play and
workshops will play a significant part in Weatherhead’s
Drugs Education Programme later in the year.

Childcare students visit Edge Hill
Students at the Maritime Museum

Livin’ La Viña Loca!

I

n early January, over sixty Year 8 Spanish students and MFL
staff assembled into groups at Grove Road Station before
boarding the train to Liverpool. Once settled in their seats, their
excitement heightened at the prospect of chorizo, paella and much
more! Up the escalators, through the station and out into the cold
night air, the group made their way towards La Viña, a traditional
tapas restaurant. Inside, the atmosphere was warm and welcoming
and parts of the walls were painted to look like a Spanish wine
cellar. Students were encouraged to order and speak to staff and
each other in Spanish for the evening. Students
were brought
sparkling juice to drink
in ceramic Sangria jugs
followed by boards
carrying piles of sliced
olive bread drizzled
with oils and salsa. A
mixed Spanish meat
and cheese platter
was next, followed by
a selection of tapas: Chorizo (spicy Spanish sausage), Albóndigas
(meatballs), Patatas Bravas (fried potatoes in a tomato sauce) and
a large slice of Tortilla (a potato based Spanish omelette). As the
courses were brought out, three Spanish guitarists grouped near
the tables and began to play and sing. The students felt like they
were actually in Spain! To finish, each table was brought a large
paella dish which concluded a fantastic evening.

Drama Students
Go on Tour

Y

ear 11 Drama students visited St. George’s Primary School
at the beginning of January to give two performances
improvised around fairytale characters, as part of their
Theatre-in-Education controlled assessment option. They
performed to Year 2 and 3 pupils who happily responded in true
pantomime style to the girls. St. George’s staff and pupils really
enjoyed the performances and it was an extremely positive
experience for all involved.

Year 11 TIE at St. George’s

Primary

Trips,Visits & Visitors
Holocaust Memorial Day

O

n Wednesday 1st February, Year 12 History students
attended the Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration
at the Floral Pavilion, New Brighton. The annual event
is a day of remembrance for the six million Jews murdered in
the Holocaust and others targeted by Nazi racial and social
policies and victims of later genocides. Holocaust survivor Rudi
Oppenheimer spoke to the students about his experiences in
the Holocaust. Rudi was born in Berlin and he and his family
moved to Holland in 1936. In 1940, when German troops
invaded, Rudi’s family avoided deportation because his father
worked for the Jewish Council. In 1943, when Rudi was twelve
years old, the family were captured and sent to Westerbrook
and later Belsen. After the war Rudi and his brother moved to
England where they have lived since 1945.

Backstage Tour of the
Playhouse

A

t the beginning of February, twenty two Performing Arts
BTEC students from both Years 10 and 11 accompanied
Mrs Henderson and Mr Bartley for a ‘behind the scenes’
tour and workshop at the Playhouse Theatre in Liverpool. Upon their
return to school, students will draw from their experiences of how
a professional theatre works in order to complete an assignment for
their coursework.

Extra Curricular

Hola Barcelona!

I

n February, fifty Year 9 students took the opportunity to visit
Barcelona with Miss Ryan, Mr Wright, Mrs Gardner, Mrs Williams,
Mrs Daly and Mrs Platt. After a 3.30am early morning meet at
school, the group set off on an exciting journey to Spain, arriving at
the hotel in Calella just in time for lunch. After lunch, they headed for
an afternoon at the beach, just a ten minute walk away, later returning
to the hotel for dinner and an early night.
Day 2 was another early start as
the group visited the Dali Theatre
Museum in Figueres. Once the tour
was over, they had lunch on the
beautiful beach of Rosas and had
a little look around the town. That
evening the group ventured into
the town for a fun filled evening
of crazy golf and bowling.

Barcelona all th

e way!

Day 3 was an exciting tour of Barcelona itself, including Barcelona FC’s
stadium, Gaudi’s famous La Sagrada Familia and Parc Guell, a spot of
shopping on Las Ramblas and much more. After an exciting but tiring
day the girls headed up the mountain to capture the stunning and
breath taking views of the city. Back on the coach again, they headed to
the town of Blanes for dinner and a Spanish experience at the cinema.

Extra, Extra Read All
About It

W

eatherhead High School is proud to offer a broad range of
extra-curricular activities to students. These activities take
place before, during and after school, with some events
and activities taking place at the weekend and during holiday time.
Some of Weatherhead’s dedicated staff run the activities and are keen
for as many students as possible to get involved. Getting involved in
extra-curricular activities at school is a wise choice, and can be very
important in helping students to develop work skills, people skills
and much more. Students
ting
Cake decora
in Years 7 to 13 have
the opportunity to try
something new from Ice
Radio to Computer Club,
Craft Club to Jazz Band
and Gardening Club to
Eco-Schools Club.

On their final day, students woke up to temperatures of 22°c and
unfortunately it was time to say adios to Barcelona as they were
on their way home after an amazing time and a once in a life time
experience.
		

Italian Cultural Exchange

D

uring February half term, ten Year 12 students took part in a cultural exchange with students from
Regina Margherita School in Salerno, the beautiful ancient city on the Amalfi coast where the group
were given a warm welcome by our Italian friends. Students were guests at the homes of Italian
students and were treated as a member of the family. During their stay, students attended lessons every
morning and learnt a lot about the life of an Italian student. There were some similarities but also many
differences in particular with the style of teaching and the fact the students go to school on Saturday! The
students had the opportunity to fully immerse themselves in Italian culture as they lived with families and
lived the lives of teenagers in another country. Many of the things they did were similar to their own lifestyle,
but they also learnt a lot about how other people live and all managed to improve their Italian!

Ice Radio

Involvement in extracurricular activities
enables students to
learn about time
management and
prioritising which are
important skills as
students prepare
for the demands of
GCSE and A level
examinations as well
as develop a range of interests.

			

Students gain an awareness
of the importance of
commitment and working
as a team and are
able to develop their
skills in working with
others and building
positive relationships
with their peers and
adults. All of these
are key employability
skills which can be
fostered at an early
age. Similarly, this
involvement provides
students with a sense
of community and
satisfaction from making a 		
positive contribution to school life.

As a result of their involvement, many students gain in confidence,
develop new friendship groups and students to find something that
they are good at - allowing them to enjoy success and shine. As well
as trying out something new or doing something as a hobby, extracurricular activities provide students with a chance to consolidate their
classroom learning with extra study sessions Revision Clubs, Exam
Technique Classes and Coursework Clubs. These sessions prove vital
as students prepare for their GCSE and A level examinations and will
be available during the Easter holidays. Details of Easter Schools
will be available on the school website shortly.
Involvement in the extra-curricular life of the school will be of great
benefit to students when they are preparing university and job
applications. Universities and employers not only look at the grades
students achieve, but also their involvement
in school life. The activities that students
get involved in can say a lot about them,
show that they are willing to get involved
and have a wide range of interests. We
encourage students to join at least one
club each term. Please see the school
website for details of the full range
of activities to get involved in.

Ciao regazzi!

After lessons, students visited local places of interest, enjoyed a trip around the city of Salerno, visited ancient churches and sites of
historical interest. The group were treated to a day trip along the beautiful coastal road and spent the afternoon in the seaside town of
Amalfi. Students enjoyed a chance to explore the area, visit the shops and cafes and practise their Italian. Another great day was spent
at Paestum, the site of an ancient Greek city, the main features of which are the remains of three major temples in Doric style, dating
from the first half of the 6th century BC. Paestum is stunning and so well preserved that it was easy for students to imagine what life
would have been like living there all those centuries ago.
Staff and students were honored to meet the elected Mayor of Salerno and visit the City Hall. The Mayor was not familiar with
Wallasey, but knew a lot about Liverpool, especially its musical and football heritage! He was very proud of his city and presented us
with a commemorative plate for school. We are all looking forward to our Italian friends visiting us in March and we will make every
effort to ensure that they are made to feel as welcome as we were and enjoy their visit to Wirral.
First aiders

Cooker y Club

Charity Support

Charity Support

2, 4, 6, 8 - Who Do We
Appreciate?

Year 7 Halloween
Horrors!

ear 8 have been busily raising money for charity, each form has
raised money in support of local charities by running cake sales,
naming the teddy and other events. The total raised by Year 8
students is a fantastic £244.11! Students responded enthusiastically
to the Children’s Christmas Shoe Box appeal with each Year 8 tutor
group filling at least two boxes each (8SH sent considerably more!)
Year 8 tutors have also been busy and hosted a cake sale for Help
the Heroes at the end of last term raising £113. They will continue to
raise funds this term and Year 8 look forward to continuing to support
local and national charities over the coming year.

he Sixth Form Organising Committee worked hard to
arrange a night of tricks and treats for over a hundred Year
7 students in October. The students came in fancy dress,
which included an array of ghoulish creations, plus a very inventive
mobile phone! Sixth Form students organised a range of activities,
competitions and dances, and ran a stall of treats. The event provided
Year 7 students with another chance to make new friends and raised
over £260 for charity.

T

Y

Year 8 Charity total
Megan Ralph

W

ell done Year 9
who have raised
over £500 since
September for their chosen
charity The Brightside Trust
set up in memory of
ex-Weatherhead student Charlotte
Churchill. Students and staff have raised money by selling cakes,
lollipops and raffle tickets to win a Halloween hamper. Miss Cumiskay
organised a design a Christmas card competition, eight designs were
chosen to be printed and made into cards. The cards were sold to
students, staff, friends and family of Charlotte, raising over £150.

T

he Leadership Ambassadors planned and delivered a
very successful Jump Rope for Heart Competition in
October. The leaders successfully ran four stations for
the participants to try out single skipping, around the world, doubles
skipping and group skipping. The event encouraged our students to
get active by taking part in a fun aerobic activity. The event raised
almost £30 for the British Heart Foundation, whose Jump Rope for
Heart event has been going for 25 years.

Disco

Going the Whole Nine Yards

Christmas card design by

Jump the Rope

Year 7 Halloween

Jumping the Rope

Year 9 fundraisers

Charity
Begins at
Weatherhead

S

ince September, Sixth Formers
have raised a whopping
£2,500 for charity! Students
got involved with national Pink Day
in aid of breast cancer and raised
an amazing £912, Year 13 student
Jasmine Scarisbrick collected
£967.50 sponsorship money for the
Kenyan orphanage by completing a
parachute jump whilst selling cakes
and scarves in aid of Children in
Need raised £185 and Sixth Form
students filled forty boxes for the
Christmas shoe box appeal.

Sixth Form Organis

ing Committee

rning

SLT Macmillan coffee mo

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

S

Year 7 in fancy dre

taff at Weatherhead raised £203 for Macmillan Cancer Support by taking part in the ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ on 30th
September. Mr Dyment and the Senior Leadership Team developed their baking skills in the manner of ‘The Great British Bake Off ’ and
sold their products to teaching and support staff. We think Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry would be very impressed!

Weatherhead Gets Crafty

W

eatherhead’s Parent Teacher Association ran a Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 26th November in the Theatre. Over
300 students, parents and members of the community visited the event, where they took the opportunity to start their
Christmas shopping at the wide variety of stalls, run by stallholders from the Merseyside area. Visitors also enjoyed the
refreshments on offer and listened to performances by the Weatherhead Jazz Band and school choir. We are already planning the next
Christmas Craft Fair, which will take place on Saturday 17th November 2012 - put the date in your diary now!

ss

Charity Support
SuperStars winners’ lunch

SuperStars

O

ver a period of two weeks in December, the Theatre
played host to a variety of talent from students in Years
7 to 13. Arts Ambassadors marketed the event and
sold tickets, ran front of house and the back stage and acted
as comperes with Mrs Henderson coordinating the acts and
back stage with BTEC students. Almost fifty acts took part in
five days of sell-out shows of SuperStars including dance groups,
musicians, bands and solo vocalists. The standard of entries was
high and the judges had a difficult choice sending only two acts
per performance through to the grand final on Thursday 14th
December. Mr Dyment made his debut on the judging panel for
the final with Year 13 band, The Gladstones, crowned winners
with their Christmas melody closely followed by Connie Roberts
performing Jar of Hearts by Christina Perry on vocals and guitar
and 9DGO were crowned third with their clever advertisement
mash up. The event raised almost £1,000 for local charities
(including Sundowns and Wirral Young Carer’s Project). The winners
were also treated to a VIP pizza lunch in the dining hall.

SuperStars 2011

finalists

Christmas Boxes

O

ur fourth annual shoebox appeal for Operation Christmas
Child was hugely successful in December, when Year 7 students,
supported by the rest of the school, filled 111 shoeboxes with
Christmas gifts which have now been passed onto young people in
Belarus, Eastern Europe. Year 7 Charity Captains worked very hard
with their form groups and the Olympics 2012 theme meant that each
box contained a sporting item alongside the more usual small toys,
stationery, hygiene items, hats and gloves. Miss Brough recently received
an email from Operation Christmas Child showing photographs and
stories of the children in Belarus who have received Weatherhead
boxes, “full of love.” To continue their contributions to charities, Year 7
have spent January running a variety of events including cake sales and
raffles and have raised £358 so far. They are now choosing a charity
to benefit from their hard work and generosity.

Dates for Diary
Easter Holiday
INSET
School re-opens to students
Bank Holiday

Mon 2nd - Fri 13th April
Mon 16th April
Tues 17th April
Mon 7th May

Charity Christm

as boxes

May Half Term Holiday
INSET
Year 5 Open Evening
Year 5 Open Morning

Weatherhead High School Breck Road, Wallasey, Wirral CH44 3HS
Tel: 0151 631 4400 Fax: 0151 637 1805 Email: admin@weatherhead.wirral.sch.uk
Website www.weatherhead.wirral.sch.uk

Mon 4th - Fri 8th June
Mon 2nd July
Thurs 21st June
Fri 22nd June

Follow
us on. . .

